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The concept of environmental justice has evolved over the past two 
decades to offer a new direction for social movements, public policy, 
and public planning. Researchers worldwide now position social equity 
as a building block for sustainability. Yet the relationship between 
social equity and the environmental aspects of sustainability has been 
little studied in Canada. 

Speaking for Ourselves draws together scholars and activists -- Aborigi-
nal and non-Aboriginal, established and new -- who bring equity issues 
to the forefront by considering environmental justice in specifically 
Canadian cases and contexts and from a variety of perspectives and 
concerns, including those of women and First Nations. As the first 
major examination of the multidimensionality of environmental equity 
and injustice in Canada, it will appeal to scholars across a wide range 
of disciplines in the social and environmental sciences and to activ-
ists and citizens who want to make Canadian society more just and 
sustainable.

Julian Agyeman is a professor in and chair of the Department of 
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ies at the University College of the North. Randolph Haluza-DeLay 
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O’Riley is an associate professor in the Department of Equity Studies, 
Faculty of Liberal Arts and Professional Studies at York University.
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