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J. Richard Middleton is Associate Professor of Biblical Studies at
Roberts Wesleyan College, in Rochester, NY. His most recent book
is The Liberating Image: The Imago Dei in Genesis 1 (Brazos Press,
2005) and he is presently working on a commentary on 1 and 2
Samuel for the Abingdon Old Testament Commentaries series. Mid-
dleton also has published The Transforming Vision: Shaping a
Christian World View (with Brian J. Walsh InterVarsity, 1984) and
Truth is Stranger than It Used to Be: Biblical Faith in a Postmodern
Age (InterVarsity, 1995), both of which are widely used as college
textbooks. The latter volume received a Book-of-the-Year award
(1996) from Christianity Today magazine.

Originally from Dundee, Scotland, Dennis Edney is a Canadian de-
fence attorney "with a reputation for taking on tough cases", based
in Edmonton. He is noted for his involvement in high-profile cases,
including Brian Mills and Fahim Ahmad. He has also served as the
defence attorney for both Abdullah and Omar Khadr, and represents
the entire Khadr family. In addition to his caseload, he is noted for
speaking publicly at conferences and engagements to argue not
only for his clients’ right to be presumed innocent, but the Canadian
obligation to follow the rule of law even during the war on terror.




Ed Wilson is the Director of Development and Operations for Interna-
tional Justice Mission Canada. Ed received a B.A. in English Language
and Literature from the University of Western Ontario and a B.Ed. from
Queen’s University in Kingston. Ed has a long history of involvement in
social justice initiatives. Prior to joining the staff of IIM Canada, he
served for four years as executive director of Heartwood Place, a non-
profit housing organization based in Kitchener, Ontario. In this capacity,
he led the development of a $3.3 million housing project which received
an award in 2004 for “Best Practices in Affordable Housing”. Ed also
worked as a pastor and area pastoral coordinator for 17 years, 12 of
those with the Association of Vineyard Churches Canada.

Ed joined IJM Canada in 2006, and currently directs operations relating
to international programs, financial administration, fund development and
communications.

Calvin Seerveld was born and raised in the fishing village of West Say-
ville, Long Island, New York. After study at Calvin College (B.A.) and the
University of Michigan (M.A.) he became a Fulbright student to the Neth-
erlands. He did graduate study in Holland, Basel, Switzerland, and the
University of Rome for 5 years, and received his Ph.D. in philosophy and
comparative literature from the Vrije Universiteit of Amsterdam. He was
among the original faculty at Trinity Christian College (Chicago), teaching
philosophy there from 1959-72. Appointed to the chair of philosophical
aesthetics at the graduate Institute for Christian Studies, Toronto, he
taught there from 1972-95 when he was emeritated.

He has lectured in many places and continues to write both academic
and popular articles in the area of theoretical aesthetics and methodol-
ogy of art historiography. A fairly new book is Voicing God's Psalms
(2005, with CD). Other publications are How to Read the Bible to Hear
God Speak (2003), Bearing Fresh Olive Leaves, Alternative Steps in Un-
derstanding Art (2001). There has also appeared a Seerveld Reader en-
titled In the Fields of the Lord (2001), edited by Craig Bartholomew,
which contains many of Seerveld's lectures and shorter writings over the
past years. An earlier book Rainbows for a Fallen World has been reis-
sued (1980/2005).
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She jogged along the river just after 7am when she heard a strange noise not
far below. She stopped breathless, only to realize it was the sound of an alarm
clock; an early morning wake-up call for a worker asleep among the trees.
Even amidst the invisibility and stigma of homelessness, beauty abounds. Join
Carissa Halton from The Mustard Seed for a discussion on where the invisible
dignity of Edmonton's inner city might hide.

Carissa Halton has been involved with The Mustard Seed for eight years, as a
volunteer and staff. She graduated from U of A with a BA, political science ma-
jor. Carissa, along with her husband and daughter, live in Alberta Avenue. She
is involved with the arts and revitalization communities there and attends a
neighbourhood church. She takes great joy from her garden and porch swing,
reads mystery novels with no shame, and enjoys hosting parties with friends,
acquaintances and strangers alike. To her work in the inner city, she brings with
her passion for the interests of the poor, courage to try new things, and com-
mitment to empowering communities and leaders.
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Each violation of human dignity wherever it occurs can set in motion a trend
towards the debasement of human dignity. The place to stop it is at the level
of the individual. The individual denied his or her fundamental human rights
should be our focus; as we as individuals can be agents of change. It is this
commitment that lawyers such as myself have an obligation to ensure the rule
of law is applied fairly to those who are the most vulnerable in our society.

| will touch upon the treatment of Omar Khadr and others in the context that
justice and human dignity must be applied to everyone irrespective of who
and what they are. Otherwise, we are no different than the abuser. | will use
the Guantanamo detainees and Omar Khadr as an example of how if we allow
the most vulnerable to be so obviously devalued what does that say about the
rest of us and where we are heading.

Dennis Edney is the lawyer for Omar Khadr. See his bio on page 1.
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LED BY ED WILSON, 1M
LOCATED IN ROOM )

When we witness violent acts of injustice, do we respond with passivity or
with courage? Bystanders can exert powerful influence for good or evil.
This workshop will look at examples of both from recent history, and ex-
amine the methodology of International Justice Mission.

Ed Wilson is the Director of Development and Operations for Interna-
tional Justice Mission Canada. See his bio on page 2.
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LED BY JON GILCHRIST
LOCATED IN ROOM ) ;

Appreciating the inherent value and worth of the human person is vital in
the area of medical ethics where life and death decisions are often made
on the basis of the dignity of those who are injured, ill or dying. But even
though the idea of dignity is crucial, it is not always clear what that term
means in various contexts, nor how it informs decisions. Does human
dignity suggests life at all costs? Does it mean death with dignity? How
do you know? This workshop explores these life and death questions.

Jon Gilchrist is originally from a small farming community in Saskatche-
wan. Before coming to Edmonton, however, he studied at Regent Col-
lege in Vancouver where he received a Master's degree in Christian
Studies focusing on Bioethics. Following his studies in Vancouver he
completed a Residency in Clinical Ethics at the Royal Alexandra Hospi-
tal. Currently he works for Caritas Health Group as their Clinical Ethics
Leader, providing ethics consultation, assisting in

policy development and ethics education.
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Join visual artists Gerald Folkerts, Daniel Van Heyst and renowned art
historian and professor of aesthetics, Dr. Calvin Seerveld in a guided gal-
lery walk/tour of the Invisible Dignity Art Exhibit. There is always more
than meets the eye and these guides are experts at "unveiling the mys-
tery."
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L'Arche is a worldwide organization which creates home
with adults with intellectual disabilities. Jean Vanier began
L'Arche to meet the needs of people who had not experi-
enced a home environment.

Established in 1972 as a not-for-profit association, L'Arche
Edmonton has six homes and a Day Program. The L'Arche
Association of Edmonton, also known as Shalom Commu-
nity, was established in 1972, is a member of the federation
of L'Arche Communities and is a not-for-profit association.
We have six homes and a day program. Our Community is
rich with people from different cultures, faith backgrounds
and life experiences, each one bringing unique gifts and
which give us strength and diversity. We also have very
committed volunteers, friends and long term members.

We are people, with and without developmental dis-
abilities, building community, supporting personal de-
velopment, and changing society.
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LED BY KRIS KNUTSON
LOCATED IN ROOM ) ;

$$0 )*

Kris Knutson has worked at The Mustard Seed since 1999 and over
those years has worn many hats. He began his career there working on
the front lines with Edmonton's inner-city community. During this time
Kris became very interested in the work that The Mustard Seed
(Edmonton) was doing with federally incarcerated individuals. Five years
ago, Kris began overseeing the correctional ministries of The Mustard
Seed and today continues build bridges between our communities and
those impacted by incarceration.
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LED BY MARGARET VANGINHOVEN
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Do you ever feel like you're “faking it”, and that no one knows the real
you? Perhaps you wear different masks depending on who you're
with. Do you fear having your insecurities, weaknesses, and hurts ex-
posed? In this workshop we will explore our own invisibility and how it
affects our sense of wellbeing and our relationships with others. How
can we develop the courage to come out of hiding and live out more
fully the image of God within ourselves? (Take a chance and show up.
No personal exposure required!)

Margaret Van Ginhoven has completed the CAPPE training in pas-
toral care and counselling and recently finished her M.T.S from St.
Stephen’s College. She has worked as a hospital chaplain, and is cur-
rently the campus counsellor at King’s University College. Her passion
is helping people “fill out” their lives.
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Nothing can alter one’s perspective quite like spending time in another
culture and environment. The members of last summer’s Honduras water
project have inspiring stories to tell about their work in impoverished
communities in Honduras. Come and experience the sounds, sights and
TASTES of Honduras and learn how you can be a part of this annual off-
campus, for credit, learning experience.




